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BALLYGORMAN Marine Life

The Malin Sea, as a a marginal sea of the North-East
Atlantic, is host to a wide variety of spectacular sea-life.
Basking sharks and bottle-nosed dolphins are regularly
spotted from the various shoreline viewpoints. You may also
glimpse orca / killer whales, minke whales, sunfish,

.. oo’ w"’ seals and harbour porpoise, as well as porbeagle sharks.
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Ireland’s most northerly point N<)

The word “Malin” comes from
the Irish word, Malainn, meaning
braeface or hillbrow. PORT RONAN.
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Location & Vista's AL LS
Malin Head lies 15.3km north of the picturesque BAY
village of Malin Town, at the very tip of Inishowen,

in the eastern most corner of County Donegal.

From the various vantage points there are views

to the west of Fanad Head lighthouse (which

heralds the entrance to Lough Swilly) and beyond to
Tory Island, Horn Head, Bloody Foreland and
Dunaff Head. To the northeast lies Inishtrahull Island
and looking beyond in the distance, the hills of western

Shipwrecks

The tempestuous water around Malin Head has become a
graveyard of Shipwrecks. There are more Ocean Liners,
German U-boats and Sherman Tanks sunk off Malin Head
than anywhere else in the World.

Scotland, and the isle of Islay can be seen on a clear day. Gec_)logy . . -
KEENAGH Malin Head is composed mainly of 400 million year old
URBLEREAGH metamorphic and igneous rock but the coastline is awash

Malin Head Weather (Fun Fact)
Malin Head is statistically the sunniest part of Ireland
and also the windiest. The weather has been recorded
and reported from Malin Head since 1885. The station,
built in 1955, is an important element of the Irish
meteorological service Met Eireann.

with a variety of pebbles from all around the world that can
WILD ATLANTIC . X . .
WAY TO / FROM include various gemstones. Malin Head boasts a riased

SLENGAD & beach of particular geological/scientific importance, where

four different stages of sea level change (caused by glacial

KNOCKAMANY

melt at the end of the last Ice Age) can be clearly identified.

FIVE
FINGESS Landscape & Vegetation
The distinctive rugged features that form the coastal
landscape of Malin Head were, and still are, viewed with
respect and trepidation by locals and are central to many
folktales passed down through the generations. Moving
away from the coastline, the landscape of Malin Head
Vertical Datum'. is a cplourful mix of pog, heather.and agr.iculturall land
which is home to a variety of fascinating wildlife and bird
GLASHEDY MOUNTAIN ROAD  SPecies, including the illusive Corncrake. Out of a total of
{SLAND MR(NF"F&';"VN around 815 Irish flowering plant species, more than 500 are
indigenous to Malin Head. The northern location and
highland character of the area form the ideal habitat for
PRESBYTERIAN ‘plants of hills’, such as the delicate Yellow Iris and the

“',‘.,‘ MHE(E[-I;ISNEG rare Scots Lovage.
MALIN HEAD e s
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION R

Malin Head was one of the exclusive Star Wars film locations

' in Ireland. Esky Bay & Scheildren, form part of “Planet

Tel: 074 9370487 TRAWBREAGA G Ahch-to” as seen in The Last Jedi (Disney 2017). Malin
BAY

Www.malinheadcommunity.ie Head is an iconic location that transcends, space, time and
e-mail: malinheadcom@gmail.com g Tc‘)"’"ﬁ%‘nﬁ"ﬁﬂ}ﬁ WA N now even Hollywood.

Malin Head On The Map (Fun Fact)

We've all heard the term ‘height above sea level’ but we
also know that sea level changes from place to place and with
the tide. On Irish national grid maps (OSI) the height is actually
measured above the average tide (mean gauge) here at Malin Head,
adopted in 1970, it is referenced on all maps as the ‘Malin Head




